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BE

] It is the administrative centre of the European 

Union and it is generally considered the “Capital 

of Europe”.
] Its multicultural atmosphere is vibrating, its me-

dieval streets are picturesque, its plazas are full 

of life, its boulevards and monuments are im-

pressive.
] Not to miss: Atomium, Manneken Pis, Grand 

Place.

Brussels

] …the pralines – a delicious chocolate specialty - 

were invented in this country, in 1912?
] …172000 tones of chocolate are produced here 

each year, in over 2130 factories and shops?
] …this country has the highest castle density in 

the world?
] …Adolph Sax invented the saxophone in 1846?

 Did you know that…

BE

] He was both a priest and a Physics scientist.
] He is considered the father of “Big Bang” theory 

in 1931
] He was a pioneer in applying Einstein's relativity 

theory in cosmology.

Georges Henri Lemaître
(1894 – 1966)

BE

] Government: Constitutional Monarchy
] National Day: July 21st
] Official Languages: Dutch, French, German
] E.U. Accession: 1957 (Founding Member State)
] Currency: Euro
] It houses the European Parliament, the Euro-

pean Commission, the European Council, the 
NATO headquarters.

Belgium

BE
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FR

] It is also called the “City of Lovers”.
] The Seine River splits the city in two.
] Not to miss: Louvre Museum, Eiffel Tower, 

Champs Elysees.

Paris

2

] …this country has over 400 cheese types ?
] …here are the origins of the well-known 

“croissant” ?
] …Louis XIV had the longest reign in history ?
] …the coffee machine was invented here in 1802 

by the pharmacist F.A. Descroisilles ? Its 
original name was “cafeolette”.

] …the neon light was invented in 1910 by the 
scientist George Claude ?

Did you know that…

2FRFR

] He is considered to be the architect of the 
European Union.

] He conceived the first European community, the 
European Coal and Steel Community, whose 
chairman he was between 1952 and 1955.

] He believed in institutions with concrete tasks as 
well as in the transfer of experience from one 
generation to another.

Jean Monnet
(1888 - 1976)

2FR

] Government: Republic
] National Day: July 14
] Official Language: French
] E.U. Accession: 1957 (Founding Member State)
] Currency: Euro
] Its motto is: “Liberty, Equality, Fraternity”.
] It is often referred to as the Hexagon because of 

the geometric shape of its territory.

France

2FR



DE

] It is the biggest city in the country (3.4 million 
inhabitants).

] It is the place were the Iron Curtain, splitting 
Western Europe and Eastern communist 
regime, was present. The Berlin Wall was its 
name.

] The Berlin Wall, symbolizing the Cold War, was 
built in 1961 and demolished in 1989. 

Berlin

3

] …the most famous wall of modern times was the 

Berlin Wall? There were almost 5000 escapes 

over it to the Western part of the country.
] …this country accounts for the largest 

population among the Member States of the 

European Union?

Did you know that…

3DE

] German Jewish Physics scientist, he was a uni-
versity professor in Berlin and Princeton.

] He is famous mainly for formulating the relativity 
theory.

] In 1921, he received the Nobel Prize for Physics.
] His research contributed to the creation of the 

atomic bomb as well as to the evolution of the 
nuclear energy studies.

] He militated for peace and he sustained the 
cause of the Jews in the world. 

Albert Einstein
(1879 - 1955)

3DE

] Government: Parliamentary Republic, Federal 
State

] National Day: October 3rd
] Official Language: German
] E.U. Accession: 1957 (Founding Member State)
] Currency: Euro
] It is recognized as a scientific and technological 

leader in several fields.

Germany

3DE



IT

] Located on the banks of the Tiber River, it was 

successively the capital of the Roman Repu-

blic, of the Roman Empire, of the Roman Catho-

lic Church and of Italy.

] Not to miss: Trajan's Column, St. Peter's Basili-

ca, the Sistine Chapel, the  Pantheon, the 

Colosseum, the Catacombs.

Rome

4

] …the Tower of Pisa began leaning to the South - 
East soon after the onset of construction in 1173 
due to a poorly laid foundation and loose sub-
strate? The tower presently leans at an angle of 
3.99 degrees, this means the top of the tower is 
3.9 m from where it would stand if the tower 
were perfectly vertical. 

] …in Verona, the home city of Romeo and Juliet, 
almost 1000 love letters are received each year 
on Valentine's Day?

Did you know that…

4IT

] He was a painter, a sculptor, an architect, a 

scientist, an inventor and a philosopher.

] He was a real pathfinder in Arts; his anticipation 

force has never been reached ever since.

] He painted the famous portrait of Gioconda or 

Mona Lisa.

Leonardo da Vinci
(1942-1519)

IT 4

] Government: Republic

] National Day: June 2nd

] Official Language: Italian

] E.U. Accession: 1957 (Founding Member State)

] Currency: Euro

] It played a major role in the development of 

modern science and astronomy, as well as 

university and opera.

Italy

IT 4



LU

] It is the seat of several institutions of the 

European Union, including the European Court 

of Justice, the European Court of Auditors and 

the European Investment Bank.
] It is one of the richest cities in the world, being 

known for its banking and administration 

systems.

Luxemburg City

5

] …this country is officially known as the Grand 

Duchy of Luxembourg?

] …this country is ranked 6th in the world top 

smallest countries? It has the highest percen-

tage of foreign passport inhabitants in the E.U.

] …this country has the highest GDP per capita in 

Europe and, according to some studies, in the 

world?

Did you know that…

LU 5

] Although he was born in this country, in Clausen, 
Schuman became Prime Minister (twice), 
Finance Minister (once) and Foreign Minister 
(once) of …France!

] He is considered to be the Father of Europe; the 
Schuman Declaration was made on 9 May 
1950 and to this day 9 May is designated 
Europe Day.

Robert Schuman
(1886 – 1963)

LU 5

] Government: Constitutional Monarchy

] National Day: June 23rd

] Official Language: Luxembourgish (“de jure” 

since 1984), German (used in media), French 

(used in administration) 

] E.U. Accession: 1957 (Founding Member State)

] Currency: Euro

] It is the smallest E.U. founding Member State.

Luxembourg

LU 5



NL

] It is located on the Amstel and Schinke Rivers 

banks, in IJ gulf.
] Not to miss: Stedelijk Museum, Rembrandt 

Museum, Van Gogh Museum, Anne Frank 

House.

Amsterdam

] …it is known as the “country of tulips and windmills”?

] …the first wooden shoe was made here? People needed 

some shoes to protect their feet from the almighty water 

when working in the open air, so they found out wood was 

the best material to use.

]…this country has the lowest relief in the world (almost one 

quarter of its surface is below sea level)?

ªtiaþi cã ?

NL

] He is one of the most remarkable painters in the 
world.

] He was fond of Gauguin; they both considered 
that paintings had to reflect the inner state of the 
artist.

] When alive, he was not loved and his paintings 
were not bought; the posterity, though, found 
him brilliant and assigned him many qualities; 
nowadays, his paintings are sold for huge 
prices. 

Vincent Van Gogh
(1853-1890)

NL

] Government: Constitutional Monarchy

] National Day: April 30

] Official Language: Dutch and Frisian (spoken in 
the Northern province of Friesland)

] E.U. Accession: 1957 (Founding Member State)

] Currency: Euro

]It is well known for its clogs, delftware, Gouda 
Cheese, bicycles and social tolerance.

Netherlands

NL



DK

] It is located on the Eastern coast of Sjslland 

Island and on the small island of d'Amager, right 

in front of the Oresund Straits.
] It is one of the most attractive destinations of 

Northern Europe.
] Not to miss: Rosenborg Palace, Gothersgade 

Botanical Garden, Gefion Fountain.

Copenhagen

] …it is known as the origin of Vikings?
] …the symbol of the capital city is a statue of the 

Little Mermaid?
] …there is not a single place in this country more 

than 50km away from the sea?
] …the language spoken in this country is so 

similar to Swedish and Norwegian that the 
citizens of these 3 countries can understand 
one another?

Did you know that…

DK

] He was one of the most famous Danish writers 
and poets.

] His marvelous fairytales have delighted 
thousands and thousands of children. Who 
hasn't heard about the Ugly Duckling, the Little 
Match Girl, the Snow White, the Little Mermaid, 
the Steadfast Tin Soldier?...

Hans Cristian Andersen
(1805 – 1875)

DK

] Government: Constitutional Monarchy
] National Day: April 15
] Official Language: Danish
] E.U. Accession: 1973
] Currency: Danish krone
] Royal Motto: “The Help of God, the Love of the 

People, the Strength of Denmark”

Denmark

DK



IE

] The actual name of the city is Baile Atha Cliath.
] Old Viking settlement, Dublin is located on the 

banks of Liffey River.
] It may be considered a “young” capital, as more 

than a half of its population is under 25.

Dublin

8

] …this country is also called “the emerald island” 

because of its green hills?
] …this country plays an important role in the 

world production of bio-fuel made of seaweed?
] …it is the most Western Member State of the 

European Union, it has a developed economy 

and a population of a little bit over 4 million? 

Did you know that…

IE 8

] He is one of the most important writers of the 
20th century.

] His major works are “A Portrait of the Artist as a 
Young Man”, “Ulysses” and “Finnegan`s Wake”.

James Joyce
(1882 – 1941)

IE 8

] Government: Republic
] National Day: March 17
] Official Languages: Irish and English
] E.U. Accession: 1973
] Currency: Euro
] It is the third largest island in Europe and the 

20th largest island in the world

Ireland

IE 8



UK

] It is the most important political, financial, cultural 

and artistic centre in the United Kingdom.

] It houses most of the global corporations and 

institutions headquarters.

] Not to miss: Big Ben, Buckingham Palace, 

Westminster Palace, London Tower, London 

Eye, Tower Bridge, British Museum, Madame 

Tussaud`s Museum, Trafalgar Square, London 

Planetarium.

London

9

] …the 0 meridian is in Greenwich Observatory, 
London?

] …not a single city, town or village in this country 
is more than 120km away from the sea shore?

] …London subway building started in 1861? 
Today, the network is 400km long.

Did you know that…

UK 9

] He is by far the greatest English writer.

] He wrote 154 sonnets and many other poems.

] His most famous works of art are: “Romeo and 

Juliet”, “Hamlet”, “Othello”, “A Midsummer 

Night`s Dream”, “King Lear”, “Titus Andronicus”, 

“Richard III”, “As You Like It”, “Macbeth”, “The 

Merchant of Venice”, “The Taming of the 

Shrew”, “Two Gentlemen of Verona”, “Much Ado 

About Nothing”.

William Shakespeare
(1564-1616)

UK 9

] Government: Constitutional Monarchy
] The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 

Ireland consists of: England, Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland.

] National Day: April 23 (England); November 30 
(Scotland); March 1st (Wales); March 17 (Northern 
Ireland)

] Official Languages: English, Welsh, Scottish, Irish 
] E.U. Accession: 1973
] Currency: Sterling Pound

Great Britain

UK 9



GR

] It is a large and modern city, located in the 

South-East of the country; it has old 

monuments which date from the early days of 

human civilization.

] Not to miss: Acropolis and Parthenon, Agora 

Romana, the Parliament Plaza, the Olympic 

Stadium.

Athens

] …2500 years ago, in this country, extraordinary 
glasses were made out of water filled glass 
spheres?

] …there are more than 365 churches in Athens? 
You can visit one of them each day, without 
repeating yourself.

] …Marco Aristotle Onassis was a millionaire 
Casanova? He was nicknamed the “Golden 
Greek” and he was said to be the richest man of 
the XX century.

Did you know that…

GR

] He is a legendary ancient Greek epic poet, 
traditionally said to be the author of the epic 
poems the “Iliad” and the “Odyssey”.

] The tradition says he was completely blind.
] The Trojan War poems as well as the Theban 

poems were credited to Homer in antiquity.
] Many Ionian regions “fought” for the title of 

native region of the poet.

Homer

GR

] Government: Republic
] National Day: March 25
] Official Language: Greek
] E.U. Accession: 1981
] Currency: Euro
] It is the birthplace of democracy, Western 

philosophy, Olympic Games, Western literature 
and drama, political science, major scientific 
and mathematical principles.

Greece

GR



ES

] It was built on the ruins of a muslim citadel and 

site (Majerit - which later evolved into the 

modern-day spelling of Madrid).
] It became capital in 1561.
] Not to miss: the Royal Palace of Madrid, the 

Cathedral of Almudena, Paseo del Prado, 

Thyssen Bornemisza Museum, Puerta del Sol, 

Santiago Bernabeu Stadium, Parque del 

Retiro, Cuatro Torres Business Area.

Madrid

] …Cristopher Columbus' journey to discover 
America started in Seville?

] …Canary Islands are the only banana 
producers in Europe?

] …corrida/bullfighting represents the victory of 
man against the bull? The fights first took place 
in the XVI – XVII centuries.

] …the bullf ighting season begins on 
Resurrection Sunday and ends in autumn, on 
St. Michael and Gabriel's Day.

Did you know that…

ES

] He was a Spanish novelist, poet and playwright. 
] His magnum opus, “Don Quixote”, often 

considered the first modern novel, is a classic of 
Western literature and is regularly regarded 
among the best novels ever written.

] He has been dubbed the “Prince of Wits”.

Miguel
de Cervantes Saavedra
(1547-1616)

ES

] Government: Kingdom
] National Day: October 12
] Official Language: Spanish
] E.U. Accession: 1986 
] Currency: Euro
] Spanish territory also includes the Balearic 

Islands in the Mediterranean, the Canary Islands 
in the Atlantic Ocean and two autonomous cities 
in North Africa, Ceuta and Melilla.

Spain

ES



PT

] It is 3000 years old.
] It was the European Capital of Culture in 1994 

and host for the Lisbon Strategy/ Agenda.
] It is ranked 9th in the top of the world cities 

organizing international congresses.
] Not to miss: Belem Cultural Centre, Antiga 

National Art Museum, Belem Tower, Jeronimos 
Monas te ry,  L iber ty  Avenue,  L isbon  
Oceanarium.

Lisbon

] …the citizens of this country are ranked 1st in 

the world for codfish consumption per capita?

] …Lisbon houses Oceanario, the second largest 

aquarium in Europe?

] …in 1755, an earthquake, followed by a tsunami 

and a fire, destroyed a large are of the capital 

city?

Did you know that…

PT

] He was a famous explorer, one of the most 
successful in the European Age of Discoveries.

] He was the commander of the first ships to sail 
directly from Europe to India.

] After his voyages, discoveries and brave deeds, 
da Gama was given the title of "Admiral of the 
Indian Seas”.

] He was also named the first count (in the 
country) who was not born with royal blood.

Vasco da Gama
(1469 – 1524)

PT

] Government: Republic
] National Day: June 10
] Official Language: Portuguese
] E.U. Accession: 1986
] Currency: Euro
] It is the home country of Fado music and Porto 

wine.
] It is the 7th most pacifist country and the 13th 

most globalized country in the world.

Portugal

PT



AT

] It is considered to be one of the most beautiful 

European capital cities.
] You can listen to all types of music, from opera 

to jazz, from Strauss to pop music.
] Not to miss: Hofburg Palace, Schonbrunn 

Palace, Belvedere Palace, Prater, Ringstrasse, 

Mariahilfer Strasse.

Vienna

]…almost 10% of the citizens of this country 

come from the neighbor countries, especially 

from the Eastern block?
]…agriculture supports almost 100% of the 

population needs?
]…Arlberg Tunnel (14km) is one of the longest 

road tunnels in the world?

Did you know that…

AT

] He was nicknamed the "Red Priest" because of 
his hair color.

] He was a Baroque composer and Venetian 
priest, as well as a famous virtuoso violinist.

] He was always looking for harmonic contrasts 
and innovative themes; he gave brightness to 
the formal structure of the concerto.

] His most famous work is "The Four Seasons", 
but he also composed sonatas, symphonies, 
concertos, chamber music, sacred music.

Antonio Lucio Vivaldi
(1678 - 1741)

AT

] Government: Republic
] National Day: October 26
] Official Language: German
] E.U. Accession: 1995 
] Currency: Euro
] It houses: the United Nations Organization 

(UNO), the International Atomic Energy 
Agency, the Organization of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries.

Austria

AT



FI

] It is located in the South of the country, in the 
Finnish Bay.

] It is an important Baltic harbour, both for 
passengers and merchandise.

] Not to miss: the Athenaeum Art Museum, the 
largest painting and sculpture  collection in 
Finland. 

Helsinki

] …in this country there are over 50 kinds of wild 
forest berries?

] …although it is called “the country of a thousand 
lakes”, it has in fact 197888 lakes?

] …this is one of the countries with the largest and 
most beautiful non-industrialized landscapes in 
Europe, 2/3 of its area being covered with 
forests?

] …this country is crossed by the Polar Circle, 
where, at Rovaniemi, is Santa Klaus's home?

Did you know that…

FIFI

] He was a national poet, whose poem “Vart land” 
became the national anthem.

] He focused on classic languages studies – 
Latin, Greek.

] He lived in Porvoo, where he worked as a 
Roman literature teacher at the Porvoo 
Gymnasium. 

Johan Ludvig Runeberg
(1804-1877)

FI

] Government: Republic
] National Day: December 6
] Official Languages: Finnish, Swedish
] E.U. Accession: 1995
] Currency: Euro
] It is the eighth largest country in Europe in terms 

of area and the most sparsely populated 
country in the European Union.

Finland

FI



SE

] It is located on the Eastern coast of the country, 
right where Lake Malaren meets the Baltic Sea.

] The central part of the city is composed of 14 
islands.

] Not to miss: Stockholm Palace, Royal Dramatic 
Theatre, Ericsson Globe, the shopping mall of 
Nordiska Kompaniet, the Amusement Park of 
Gröna Lund located on the island of 
Djurgården.

Stockholm

] …this country is not a member of the European 
Monetary Union?

] …in this country were invented: the dynamite, 
the matches, the WIDIA steel, the paper food 
packages, the milk separator?

] …the Hasselblad photo shooter was used by 
NASA for its Apollo missions on the Moon?

] …Globen is the largest spherical building in the 
world?

Did you know that…

SE

] He was an astronomer, a chemist and an 
engineer; the temperature scale was named 
after him.

] He was an Astronomy professor at the 
University of Uppsala between 1730 and 1744; 
he was also passionate of Geodesy and 
Physics.

] He studied the boreal auroras and he explained 
that phenomenon for the first time by the 
terrestrial magnetism.

Anders Celsius
(1701 - 1744)

SE

] Government: Constitutional Monarchy
] National Day: June 6
] Official Language: Swedish
] E.U. Accession: 1995
] Currency: Swedish krona
] It ranks 1st in the world in The Economist's 

Democracy Index.

Sweden

SE



CZ

] It is called “the Golden City”.
] It has a rich history, going back in time a 

thousand years.
] It was built around the Hradcany Castle, which is 

the largest Medieval inhabited fortress in the 

world and in which you can wander for hours 

without getting bored.

Prague

] …in this country was created the black tulip?
] …the origin of the word “robot” belongs to the 

writer Karel Capek and comes from the verb 

“robota” = to work?
] …Sedlec Church is the most famous church in 

the country because of its unique design (all its 

ornaments were made entirely of skeletons)?

CZ

Did you know that…

] He is a Czech dissident playwright who criticized 
the communist regime and who was nominated 
for the Nobel Prize for Peace in 2003.

] He was the last president of Czechoslovakia 
(1990 - 1992) and the first president of the 
Czech Republic (1993 - 2003).

Vaclav Havel
(1936 –)

CZ

] Government: Parliamentary Republic
] National Day: October 28
] Official Language: Czech
] E.U. Accession: 2004
] Currency: Czech koruna
] The country is composed of the historic regions 

of Bohemia and Moravia, as well as parts of 
Silesia.

Czech Republic

CZ



CY

] It is located almost in the centre of the country, 

being one of the most occupied cities in the 

world.

] It is split in two by a demarcation line set by UNO, 

being the capital city both for the Cyprus Repu-

blic and for the Turkish Republic of Northern 

Cyprus.

Nicosia

] …there is a legend which says that Aphrodite, 

the Greek goddess of beauty and love, was 

born out of the Cypriot sea foam?

] …silverware (silver spoons and forks) is a 

symbol of Cypriot hospitality?

] …lefkara lace is famous all over the world, being 

associated with the skills of Cypriot handymen? 

Did you know that…

CY

] He is an international pop star.
] His original name is Georgios Kyriacos Pana-

yiotou; his father had Cypriot origins and his 
mother had English origins.

] He sold 80 million disks and he participated in 
the world's greatest concerts: Live Aid, Nelson 
Mandela Freedom Concert, Freddie Mercury 
Tribute, NetAid, Live 8.

George Michael
(1963 - )

CY

] Government: Presidential Republic
] National Day: October 1st
] Official Language: Greek, Turk
] E.U. Accession: 2004
] Currency: Euro
] It is an Eurasian island country situated in the 

Eastern Mediterranean, South of Turkey and 
West of Syria and Lebanon.

Cyprus

CY



] It is the largest city in the country; it is located in 
Harju District, in the Northern part of the 
country.

] It is known as the IT centre of the Baltic 
republics.

] Not to miss: the Old City, Kadriorg Palace, 
Raekoja Plaza, Pirita.

Tallinn

EE

] …this country has over 1400 lakes and around 

1500 islands?

] …this is the richest Baltic country?

] …Tallinn Historical Centre and the Struve 

Geodesic Arch are in UNESCO patrimony?

] …the citizens of this country invented Skype?

Did you know that…

EE

EE

] He was one of the best contemporary writers; he 

was a nominee for the Nobel Prize for Literature 

several times.

] His work consists mainly of short historical 

stories: “Between Three Plagues”, “The Czar's 

Madman”, “Professor Martens' Departure”, “Ex-

cavations”, “Mesmer's Circle”, “Autobiogra-

phism and Subtext”.

Jaan Kross
(1920-2007)

] Government: Republic
] National Day: February 24
] Official Language: Estonian
] E.U. Accession: 2004
] Currency: Estonian kroon
] The modern name of Estonia is thought to 

originate from the Roman historian Tacitus, who 
in his book Germania (ca. AD 98) described a 
people called the Aestii.

Estonia

EE



LV

] It is located on the Baltic Sea shore, right at 

Daugava river mouth.

] Not to miss: Doma Cathedral, Riga Castle, 

History Museum, War Museum, Foreign Arts 

Museum, St. Peter Church, St. John Church, 

Pulvertornis.

Riga

] …Latvia has become a state in 1918, after the 
Peace Treaty was signed in Paris? By that 
document, the territories were assigned on an 
ethnic-linguistic basis.

] …in Latvia lies Aglona Basilica, the most impor-
tant Roman-Catholic shrine in the world?

] …the sand of Latvia might be the most effective 
natural material for retaining and conserving 
the Carbon dioxide? Therefore, Latvia might 
become a real “Carbon Bank” for Europe!

Did you know that…

LV

] He is known as “the father of the dainas” – 

dainas are the traditional Baltic music and 

lyrics.
] His portrait is printed on the 100 Lats note and it 

is the only human portrait that is printed on 

Latvian notes.
] He created “Latvju Dainas”, published in 6 

volumes, gathering 217996 songs.

Kriðjânis Barons
(1835 - 1923)

LV

] Government: Republic

] National Day: November 18

] Official Language: Latvian

] E.U. Accession: 2004

] Currency: Lat

] The modern name of Latvia is thought to origi-
nate from the ancient Latvian name Latvji, 
which may have originated from the river 
named Latuva.

Latvia

LV



LT

] European Cultural Capital in 2009.

] Not to miss: Lower Castle, Vilnius University (the 

oldest university in Eastern Europe), Dawn 

Gates, St. Anna Church, the Cathedral, the Old 

City Centre (the largest in Europe, 3.6 square 

km).

Vilnius

20

] …Lithuania has no mountains? The highest 
altitude is reached at Juozapines Kalnas (293,6 
m), near the capital city.

] …the historical centre of the capital has about 40 
Christian churches, built in different 
architectural styles?

] …it is said that, in 1812, when the French army 
took over the capital, Napoleon himself 
declared about St. Anna Church: “I would love 
to put it in my hand so I could take it to Paris!”?

Did you know that…

LT 20

] Painter and composer – he might be considered 

the most famous artist of this country.

] He made his contribution to the symbolism and 

“Art Nouveau”.

] He composed 250 music pieces and he painted 

300 paintings.

] The 2420 Asteroid is named after him.

Mikalojus Konstantinas
Ciurlionis
(1875 - 1911)

LT 20

] Government: Republic

] National Day: February 16

] Official Language: Lithuanian

] E.U. Accession: 2004

] Currency: Litas

] In 2009, Lithuania celebrates the millennium of 
its name.

Lithuania

LT 20



MT

] It is an urban area which contains buildings from 

the 16th century onwards, some built during the 

rule of the Knights of St. John of Jerusalem.

] Not to miss:  St. John's Co-Cathedral, the Auberge 

de Castille, the Upper Barrakka Gardens, Manoel 

Theatre Museum.

Valletta

] …during the “fests”, the country transforms itself 
in a huge scene, with lots of colorful actors, 
fireworks, concerts, theatres?

] …the megalithic temples are older than the 
Egyptian pyramids?

] …a distinctive national sign is the golden chalk 
which gave the island the name of the “Honey 
Island”?

Did you know that…

MT

] He was educated at the Seminary between 1885 
and 1894 and then started to study philosophy in 
1888 and theology in 1890 at the University of 
Malta.

] He poetically explored the history of Malta to con-
firm its cultural and national identity; he wrote 
verses which later became the lyrics of the 
national anthem.

] Queen Elizabeth II decorated him with the Com-
mander of the Order of the British Empire in 1956.

Dun Karm Psaila
(1871-1961)

MT

] Government: Republic

] National Day: September 21

] Official Languages: Maltese and English 

] E.U. Accession: 2004

] Currency: Euro

] South European island - the smallest E.U. 

Member State

Malta

MT



PL

] It is located on the banks of Vistula River.

] It is also known as the “Phoenix City” as it was 

destroyed during the WWII and then rebuilt.

] Not to miss: Wilanow Palace, Lazienki Palace, 

Powazki Cemetery, the Royal Castle, the 

Presidential Palace, the Warsaw Citadel.

Warsaw

] …the old salt mines in Wieliczka were 
transformed in show rooms? The statues and 
chandeliers in those former salt mines are 
carved in salt.

] …Malbork Castle is the biggest Gothic castle in 
Europe?

] …in this country lies the former German 
extermination and concentration camp, 
Auschwitz?

Did you know that…

PL

] He was born in Wadowice

] He was elected Pope of the Catholic Church and 

Sovereign of Vatican in October 16, 1978.

] He was the first pope of a different origin than 

Italian from the Pope Adrian VI, that means from 

1522.

] He prized the nondenominational dialogue betwe-

en the different religions of the world.

Pope John Paul II
born: Karol Jozef Wojty³a
(1920 - 2005)

PL

] Government: Republic

] National Day: November 11

] Official Language: Polish

] E.U. Accession: 2004

] Currency: Z³oty

] The establishment of a Polish state is often 
identified with the adoption of Christianity by its 
ruler Mieszko I, in 966.

Poland

PL



SK

] It is located on the Danube banks, near the 

Austrian and Hungarian borders, 60 km away 

from Vienna.

] It is an important cultural and industrial centre.

] Not to miss: St. Martin's Cathedral, Bratislava 

City Museum, Michael's Gate, Grassalkovich 

Palace.

Bratislava

] …the highest stalagmite (32m) rises in 
Krasnohorska cave?

] …Gerlachovsky Peak (2655m) is the highest 
mountain peak in the Carpathians?

] …Paradis National Park has over 2100 species 
of butterflies?

] …6 year-old Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart played a 
concert in the capital of this country?

Did you know that…

SK

] He was a politician, a military pilot and an 
astronomer.

] He became a French citizen and at the 
beginning of WWI he volunteered in the French 
air forces; during WWI, he was both a general in 
the French army and the Czechoslovak 
Minister of War.

] His personal motto was: “To Believe, To Love 
and To Work”. 

Milan Rastislav Stefanik
(1880 – 1919)

SK

] Government: Republic

] National Day: January 1st

] Official Language: Slovak

] E.U. Accession: 2004

] Currency: Euro

] It is a high-income advanced economy with the 
fastest growth rates in the E.U.

Slovakia

SK



SI

] Located along the Ljubljanca River, the city is 

well known for its old centre and for the twin 

spires of the cathedral.

] It is a cultural city and it houses lots of theatres, 

museums and art galleries.

] It also houses one of the oldest philharmonics in 

the world.

Ljubljana

] …Ljubljanica River is one of the richest 
watercourse archaeological sites in Europe? 
Between 10000 and 30000 artefacts have been 
discovered there, along only 19 km.

] …the Slovenian caves have underground 
galleries totaling 200 km?

] …a 45000 years old flute was discovered there? 
It is said to have been made by the Neanderthal 
man and it is believed to be the oldest musical 
instrument in the world.

Did you know that…

SI

] He is the most important and well-known 
Slovenian poet.

] He played an important role in coding the literary 
Slovene language.

] He is the author of the national anthem lyrics.
] His poetry – clear, independent and everlasting 

– is visibly opposed to his sad, unhappy life.
] He was of an endless kindness, gentle, 

romantic, free thinker, incorruptible.

France Preseren 
(1800-1849)

SI

] Government: Republic
] National Day: June 25
] Official Language: Slovene
] E.U. Accession: 2004
] Currency: Euro
] The Slavic ancestors of the present-day Slove-

nes settled in the area in the 6th century.

Slovenia

SI



HU

] Located in the Northern region of the country, on both 
banks of the Danube, it is split by the river in two cities: 
Buda, with medieval houses and cathedrals and Pesta, 
with elegant boulevards and impressive buildings; the 
two cities are linked by 8 bridges.

] Budapest is the city with the biggest Jewish population 
in Europe.

] Not to miss: the Buda Castle Quarter, Andrássy Avenue, 
Heroes' Square; other highlights: 80 geothermal springs, 
the world's largest thermal water cave system, second 
largest synagogue and third largest Parliament building.

Budapest

] …the capital of this country has the most medical thermal 
spas in the world? These streams have been used since 
Celtic and Roman times until nowadays.

] …in this country it was discovered an 8 million years old 
stone forest?

] …almost every household on Buda Castle Hill has a cove? 
All those coves interconnect in a Middle Age corridor 
which was used then as a shelter during the wars.

Did you know that…

HU

] He was born in Budapest, but he emigrated to 
the United States of America.

] He asserted himself in the political journalism 
and he originated the “yellow journalism”.

] He is best known for posthumously establishing 
the Pulitzer Prizes, for which he left in his will a 
great amount of money; Pulitzer Prizes are 
awarded each year, being administered by the 
University of Columbia.

Joseph Pulitzer
(1874-1911)

HU

] Government: Republic

] National Day: March 15

] Official Language: Hungarian (Magyar)

] E.U. Accession: 2004

] Currency: Forint

] It is home to the largest lake in Central Europe 

(Lake Balaton).

Hungary

HU



] It lies at the foot of Vitosha Mountain.

] It is one of the oldest European cities.

] It was populated 7000 years ago.

] Not to miss: Vitosha Boulevard, Havana Bistro, 

the gardens around the palace of Culture, the 

Parliament Plaza, Alexander Nevski Church.

Sofia

BG 26

] …this country is a huge buried treasure 

thesaurus? In Kazanlâk Valley, Tracic royal 

graves (V and III centuries B.C.) rise among 

roses…
] …in this country, 13 is considered lucky?
] …80% of the world rose oil production is given 

by this country?

Did you know that…

BG 26

] He is considered to be Bulgaria's greatest poet.

] As a revolutionary, he fought against the Turkish 

authorities and the Bulgarian aristocracy.

] He was exiled in Romania.

] His poetry shows the hatred and the revolutiona-

ry ideas of the poor fighting for their freedom, 

against the foreign and local tyranny.

Hristo Botev
1848 – 1876

BG 26

] Government: Republic

] National Day: March 3rd

] Official Language: Bulgarian

] E.U. Accession: 2007

] Currency: Leva

] It includes parts of the Roman provinces of 

Moesia, Thrace and Macedonia.

Bulgaria

BG 26



RO

] It is the biggest city in the country and an 

important industrial, artistic, cultural and 

commercial centre.

] Between WWI and WWII, its elegant 

architecture and the social elite brought it the 

surname of “Little Paris”.

] Not to miss: the Palace of Parliament, Romanian 

Athenee, the Village Museum, Cotroceni 

Museum and Palace, the Patriarchal Cathedral.

Bucharest

] …the language of this state is the second 
language spoken in Microsoft?

] …the Palace of Parliament is the second largest 
administrative building in the world, after the 
Pentagon?

] …Astra Museum in Sibiu is the second largest 
open-air museum in the world?

] …the jet engine used in modern planes was 
invented by Henri Coandã, who was born in 
Bucharest?

Did you know that…

RO

] He is considered the greatest sculptor of the 

20th century and the father of modern 

sculpture.

] His work includes over 200 pieces; the best 

known are the Endless Column, the Silence 

Table, the Kiss Gate, Miss Pogany, the Sleeping 

Muse, the Magic Bird.

Constantin Brâncuºi
(1876 – 1957)

RO

] Government: Republic
] National Day: December 1st
] Official Language: Romanian
] E.U. Accession: 2007
] Currency: Leu (RON)
] It is located in the South-East of Central Europe, 

on the lower Danube and on the North-Western 
Black Sea Coast.

] It is home to most of the Danube Delta and the Cen-
tral and Southern part of the Carpathian Mountains.

Romania

RO


